
Survivors!

Museum 
Challenge



What do you think this object might be?
Who did it belong to? 
What was it designed to do? 

Take a closer look.
Click on the object 
to see it in 3D

https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/newark-civil-war-centre-fairfax-wheelchair-e0928059261e48f882bf69a066438528


This is a wheelchair. It is a 
very rare and special object.

Do you think it would have 
been comfortable to sit in? 
Why? 

How would the person in 
this chair have moved 
along?



The chair could tilt 
backwards using 
these levers

The seat and back were 
covered in leather, padded 
and stitched



The handles were 
connected to cogs which 
moved the wheels when the 
handles were turned. 

The chair may have been 
pulled along by a dog or a 
horse, tied on to the chair 
here



What kind of a 
person might own 
a chair like this?
Why might they 
need it? 

?



This chair 
belonged to a 
very important 
person. 



Sir Thomas Fairfax 
was the commander 
of Parliament’s army 
at the end of the war 



He created the 
New Model Army. 

This army helped 
Parliament win the 
war. 



He was a cavalry soldier. 

He led his men into many 
battles. 

Why do you think he 
needed this chair?



Sir Thomas Fairfax was 
wounded in battle.

His wounds were painful 
for the rest of his life. 

This wheelchair helped  
him sit and move.



The National Civil War Centre 
would like to display this 
amazing object.

They would like to include a 
poster that explains why Sir 
Thomas Fairfax used this 
wheelchair



Read the sources to find 
out when and how 
Sir Thomas Fairfax was 
wounded



Make some notes to 
record what you discover.

Share your findings. 



Choose your favourite 
four facts!

Design a poster for the 
museum exhibition



As far as we know, 
wheelchairs were just 
for the richest people. 

We only know of one other 
wheelchair like this. 

That one was made for the 
King of Spain.



So how do you think 
ordinary wounded 
soldiers cope with their 
injuries? Find out in the 
next resource…


